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Fort Worth Means Business

Social networking is real—
and it’s here to stay.

By Lisa Horn

By now, you've heard of social networking. But have you joined the
revolution? From FaceBook to LinkedIn, Plaxo to MySpace and Twitter,
there are many opportunities to connect with others. While each of
these networks can be used personally or professionally, LinkedIn is a

great place to start for those truly interested in growing their business.

You may think social networking is done for purely social reasons
and you don't have time to hang out casually online. Don’t get hung
up on the term “social.” Instead, think of it as business networking
conducted online. With LinkedIn, the format is limited to professional
information—work experience, education, recommendations from
others, groups and association, honors and awards.

While a résumé looks at what you've done in the past, LinkedIn
focuses on what you are doing today.
Let’s face it, having an online
profile makes you look legit. (Plus,
you can't go around handing
your resume to every one you
know.) By writing your profile
to showcase your strengths and
accomplishments, in addition to
the traditional job responsibilities,
you're one step closer to attracting
new clients, jobs or .

strategic partners / r

to grow your '

business. /
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A Helping Hand

Have you signed up for a LinkedIn account
but haven't done anything with it? If so,
you're like a lot of people—including me at
one point.

If you need a nudge to jump into the social
networking realm, check out the Fort Worth
Business Assistance Center’s (FWBAC) four-
week class on Linkedin. It helps you get
started by walking you through the details
of creating an effective and attention-
grabbing profile. Next, you'll learn how to
find people you know and properly invite
them to join your professional network.
Finally, you'll learn how to use the full
capabilities of the site to capitalize on

the marketing opportunities available.

Before | attended these sessions, | didn't
understand what a great tool LinkedIn can
be to my business. Today, it has become
part of my ongoing marketing plan that |
actively use with my clients and prospects.
Learning from the experts at the FWBAC
has made a tremendous difference in my
effectiveness and, ultimately, my success.

The next series begins July 10.To learn
more, visit www.fwbac.com.
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