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It’s hard to believe 10 years have passed since the doors first opened to the Lockheed Martin/Chase Entrepreneur Expo®. And when the doors swung open, so did educational resources and net-working opportunities for small businesses in the Fort Worth area. Produced by the City of Fort Worth’s Housing and Economic De-velopment Department through the Fort Worth Business Assis-tance Center (BAC), the 10th An-nual Entrepreneur Expo® was held this past April and includ-ed 2,300 attendees. Nearly 300 vendors set up shop in the exhibit hall making this another huge success benefiting business owners throughout the DFW area.Over the past 10 years, the Expo has grown into one of the leading events in North Texas for small busi-ness owners who want to start their business or ex-pand their current operation. It had one key goal: to help small businesses grow and succeed in today’s competi-
tive and economically challenging marketplace.As an annual event, the Expo has always pro-
vided a doorway back to the Business Assistance 
Center’s ongoing educational resources for busi-
ness owners. The BAC has remained one of the 
cornerstones of the City’s economic develop-
ment priorities.

As many know, the City has been facing 
economic challenges as has nearly every segment 
of our nation. In light of the current economy, the 
City has been tasked to maintain its core services 

with fewer resources. The focus will remain on the year-round operation of the BAC to ensure the quality of educational programs, technical assistance and business counseling services. For the foreseeable future, the decision has been made to suspend production of the Lockheed Martin/Chase Entrepreneur Expo®.
The BAC will continue - as usual - its commitment to assisting all business owners through the ongoing workshops, programs such as Project New, Money Smart and certainly the business counseling services. 

Did you know  in 2008:•	 The BAC helped create   135 new businesses•	 Established more than   1,500 new jobs•	 BAC clients were    awarded more than $7   million in contracts and;•	 Clients were able to    close almost $32 million   in small business loans  On behalf of the staff of the Fort Worth Business 
Assistance Center, we offer a heartfelt thanks to the 
hundreds and hundreds of volunteers who made 
the Expo come to life each year. Because of you, 
countless entrepreneurs have been able to bring 
their business dreams to fruition. 
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Celebrating10 Years of the Lockheed Martin/
Chase Entrepreneur Expo®

Left to right, FW City Councilman Zim Zimmerman; Sam Evans, Lockheed Martin; 

Jay Chapa, City of Fort Worth; Susan Halsey, Jackson Walker LLP; Reed Pigman, Texas 
Jet; Jake Smith, Clear Channel Outdoor; Danny Smith, Chase Bank

Danny Smith, Chase Bank and Dale Fisseler, City of Fort Worth Sam Evans, Lockheed martin and Dale Fisseler, City of Fort Worth

Banks Dishmon, Fort Worth Business Press and Julie Wilson, Chesapeake Energy

Beginning in January 2010, the BAC News is moving to an electronic format. 
This will be the final hard copy issue you’ll receive of the BAC News.

The Fort Worth Business Assistance Center has been the leading source of information for business owners 
in Fort Worth and Tarrant County since 1999 and we look forward to continuing to provide you with the 
information and services you need.

JOIN US ONLINE…
We�re re-vamping the BAC News to bring you even more features, ideas and 
innovations to help your business grow and stay on track.  We�ll also be including 
special updates on hot topics and current information from our business 
counselors, lending partners and success stories from clients just like you.

To continue to receive your monthly BAC News online 
all we need is your name and email address. 
 

Don’t delay, contact us today!   

Email us: info@fwbac.com   Call us: 817-871-6025


